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Texas Social Studies:  What’s In, What’s Out:

●
What happens in Texas, doesn’t just stay in Texas: The standards that the State Board of Education passes will be in effect for 10 years and will impact the entire nation.  Since Texas is such a large state, textbook publishers write books tailored to meet Texas’ standards, and distribute these same textbooks to all other states (New York & California are often the exception), instead of having a state specific textbook for each individual state, which makes this issue of national concern.
●
Shock & Awe; Followed by some return to Normalcy: In Texas, an unelected group of educrats proposed changes to curriculum standards before they are voted on by the elected State Board of Education (SBOE) members.  This year, the subject area up for review is Social Studies, which includes K-8, U.S. Government, U.S. History, World History, and more. The unelected review members engaged in massive tinkering with Social Studies and proposed outrageous changes that were met with widespread disapproval by teachers and parents.  Thankfully, the SBOE has voted to reject many of these proposals but some issues have yet to be resolved.

· Independence Day, Neil Armstrong, Daniel Boone, Christopher Columbus were all previously removed, but now finally have now been returned.

●
We shouldn’t have to remind these left-wing educrats the significance of these people and days.  One has to wonder what students are being told in the classroom.
●
Albert Einstein, Thomas Edison have been removed, Mary Kay and Famous Amos added?
 

●
Thomas Edison revolutionized major technology and industrial fields, and has over 1,000 patents to his name.  The effort to remove him and others is meritless.  And if he is out, what are the world changing accomplishments of new persons who were added? Mary Kay Ash and Wallace Amos have been added.
●
 “[A]nalyze selected issues raised by judicial activism and judicial restraint.” (This phrase has been removed from U.S. Government).

●
Role of Judiciary Critical to America’s Future: At a time when the role of the judiciary has been of great discussion, teaching students these differences are critical to their education and future participation in civic duties. Proper understanding of our Constitution and the role of the Judiciary is essential for the future of our nation.
●
Judeo-Christian (& biblical law) described as a part of that which influenced the Founding of American law and government. (We believe liberal fringe groups have been pressuring the SBOE heavily to exclude this type of information).
 Christmas was previously removed in a list of holidays, but has now been restored.
●
Judeo-Christian Values’ Undeniable Place in American Social Studies: 


Censoring and stripping out certain information about the past and current influence of Judeo-Christian values on law, government and American society is a form of discrimination and bigotry that cannot be allowed.

What our students learn about U.S. Government and our Constitution, and how philosophy behind our founding documents and institutions will have a lasting impact on the future of our country as they become the leaders of our next generation. 
� Kindergarten (Page 2) & Grade 1 (Page 7), Sections (b)(1)(A)(July 2009 Draft). �HYPERLINK "http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/teks/social/Elementary_073109.pdf"�http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/teks/social/Elementary_073109.pdf�


�   World History, Page 16, Section (c)(26)(C)(October 2009 Draft).  �HYPERLINK "http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/pdf/WorldHistoryStudiesTEKSOct2009.pdf"�http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/pdf/WorldHistoryStudiesTEKSOct2009.pdf� 





�  U.S. Government, Page 2, Section (c)(1)(B) (October 2009 Draft): �HYPERLINK "http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/pdf/USGovernmentTEKSOct2009.pdf"�http://ritter.tea.state.tx.us/curriculum/pdf/USGovernmentTEKSOct2009.pdf� 








